PELL CITY PENS 2007 WRITERS CONTEST — PART 1 of 3: GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Pell City Pens Writers Contest, co-sponsored by The Pell City Pens, The Daily Home/ St. Clair Times, and the Pell City Library, is open only to student and adult writers residing in Alabama.

2. Membership in Pell City Pens not required.

3. Entries blind-judged.  Please DO NOT put your name on your entry.  Put your name and contact information only on your two index cards.  Entries assigned a number when received.

4. Active members of the Pell City Pens, anyone entering any category, and their immediate family members are ineligible to serve as preliminary readers or final judges in any of the five categories.

5. Final judges in all categories are published authors.  The 2007 judges' names announced at the awards ceremony.

2006 JUDGES  --  Short Story: Marlin Barton     1st Chapter of a Novel: Lynn Pruett
Poetry: Sue Walker     NON-FICTION and NARRATIVE NON-FICTION: Brooks Clark
6. Each entry read by two preliminary readers.  Each reader fills out a brief rating sheet for all entries. Judges provide a brief commentary on finalists' entries.  
7. If insufficient entries are received in any category, no awards will be given for that category and those entry fees returned.  

8. Entries discarded when judging completed.  Please keep a copy of your entry.

9. Readings and Awards Ceremony held 2:30 – 4:00 PM on Sunday February 10, 2008 at the Pell City Library. 1st Place winners asked to read a brief excerpt from their entry. Light refreshments served after the ceremony. Awards mailed to any winners not in attendance.   

10. A photographer from the Daily Home will take pictures after the ceremony. Family and friends may take photographs then, or during the ceremony, as long as they don’t block the aisles or anyone else’s view of the proceedings. 
11. Winners announced in The Daily Home and the St. Clair Times in February of 2008 (usually within a week or so after the ceremony). Winners also posted on the Pell City Pens website in March.  http://www.janicewiley-dorn.com  (Click on PC Pens Contest Winners link.)
12. AWARDS – Students:
Division A: 5th -- 8th Grade                                   Division B: 9th -- 12th Grade
First: $20   Second: $10   Third: $5      ***      First: $40   Second: $20   Third: $10
Maximum of Three Honorary Mentions in each category receive certificate suitable for framing.

Three Categories:  Short Story, Nonfiction & Poetry

13. AWARDS – Adults:  First: $150     Second: $75     Third: $40

Maximum of Three Honorary Mentions in each category receive certificate suitable for framing.

Five Categories:  Short Story, 1st Chapter of a Novel, Nonfiction, Narrative Nonfiction & Poetry

14. CONTACTS: Janice Wiley-Dorn, Contest Director at: PCPens@janicewiley-dorn.com 

or Susan Mann, Library Assistant Director (205) 884-1015.
PELL CITY PENS 2007 WRITERS CONTEST — PART 2 of 3: SUBMISSION RULES
1. Please read both pages of rules. You must enclose a completed checklist with your entry. Entries not meeting rules, including formatting standards, are disqualified and entry fee NOT refunded.
2. Entries must be original, in English, and unpublished. This includes self-published, POD (print-on-demand) and work posted on the Internet.  Authors retain all rights to entries. 

3. Entries must be typed, on 8½" x 11" white paper, in Times New Roman or Courier New 12 pt. font with 1" margins all around.  Staple pages together.  NO notebooks or binders. 
4. Single-space POETRY.  ALL OTHER ENTRIES must be double-spaced.

5. Each entry requires 2 index cards, with Division, Category, Title of entry, your name, address, phone number and e-mail on both of them. The author's name MUST NOT appear anywhere except on the index cards. EXAMPLE:
DIVISION: A: 5th-8th Grade

CATEGORY: Non-Fiction

TITLE: My Worst Day with My Best Friend 
Julie Smith

123 Main Street

Anywhere, Alabama 35000

(205) 555-1234

julie@email.com
6. DIVISIONS - A: 5th—8th GRADE       B: 9th—12th GRADE       C: Adults   
7. CATEGORIES and WORD COUNT LIMITS for Divisions A and B:   
SHORT STORY: Max 3,500 words.     POETRY: Max 40 lines. Free-style or Rhymed. 
NON-FICTION: Max. 3,000 words.  How-To Article, Memoir, Personal or Informative Essay. 

8. CATEGORIES and WORD COUNT LIMITS for Division C: 
SHORT STORY: Max. 3,500 words.     1st CHAPTER of NOVEL: Max. 5,000 words.

POETRY: Max. 40 lines.  Rhymed or Free-Style.  

NON-FICTION: Max. 2,000 words.  Informative Essay or How-To article.  

NARRATIVE NON-FICTION: Max. 3,000 words.  Personal Essay or Memoir.  

9. Put title on page one, then skip a few lines and start your story, novel chapter, essay, article or poem.  DO NOT center poems; left justify your margins just like any other work.  Put page numbers and title in a header (top right margin) on every page except page one. If you don’t know how to create a header, please hand-print the title and page numbers on the top right of pages.  

10. Maximum of two entries in each category.  Multiple entries in one envelope okay but each entry requires two index cards, completed checklist, three copies of entry (separately stapled), and an additional entry fee. Use paper clips to keep multiple entries separate.

11. NEW DEADLINE: Postmarked by SEPTEMBER 30, 2007.

12. ENTRY FEES:  A: 5th—8th GRADE: None.   B: 9th—12th GRADE: None.  
                            C: ADULTS – Novels: $8.  All other categories: $5.

Make checks or money orders (NO cash) out to: Pell City Library.

13. Mail or hand-deliver entries to: P. C. Pens Writers Contest, Division __ (Fill in A, B or C), Pell City Library, 1923 1st Avenue No., Pell City, AL 35125
